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B ernard Eugene “Gene” Bowman passed away on September

15, 2025. He was 88 years old.

Gene was a great man. He loved and was truly devoted to his family. He was born in Galesburg,

Illinois on September 2, 1937. After health issues with his sister, a decision was made by his parents
to move to Tucson, Arizona where he then lived his life until his death. In 1956 he graduated from
Tucson High School and then went to work at Hamilton Aircraft as a technician. He worked at

Hamilton Aircraft building aircraft wings for several years until an opportunity came about to join
the International Union of Operating Engineers of Arizona, IUOEA, as an apprentice heavy

equipment operator. After apprenticeship he then became a heavy equipment operator and was a
heavy equipment operator with the union for over 50 years.

After retirement with the IUOEA, Gene went to work for La Mesa RV of Tucson moving and

delivering RV’s and motorhomes to customers across the United States.

He was also an amazingly skilled craftsman, building and repairing various equipment in a fully
equipped shop he had built at his home of which he was active in until his death. Throughout his

life, he had a passion for studying history and reading. He also had a great sense of humor.

He raised three children: Lorri, Debbie and Kenny. He taught his children to have a good work

ethic, be self-reliant and to develop a good sense of humor. More than all of those things, he truly
loved his family.

His first wife, Patience “Anita” Bowman preceded him in death and passed away on September 19,

2000. He then married Rita French on March 17, 2004.

He is survived by his wife Rita, three children, Lorri Gloyd, Debbie Krenning, Kenny Bowman

and two grandchildren, Steven Gloyd and Christopher Gloyd.
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Dad you will be greatly missed. We loved you so, so much. Thanks for all you did.

A memorial service to honor Gene’s life will be held on December 5, 2025, at

2:00 PM at Evergreen Cemetery in Tucson at Oracle Road and The Miracle Mile.

--

Noble Bowman
By Christopher Gloyd

Though the world lost its brightest spark.

Its light still lingers, resisting dark.
Twice the man, three times a father

His lineage: one son two daughters

Under the blistering desert heat
He worked to provide his family meat

The roads he made helped make us whole
They connect us like the mind and soul

Honest as the day is long

Kind, as if he could do no wrong
Gentle but make no mistake

Strong like Hercules… give or take

This man who loved was loved in turn
He gave so much so none would yearn

Upon the day he could give no more
His children came to run up the score

Upon his birth they broke the mold
The man; an ox no pen can hold
He fought! He fought! A modern Conan

Fire true my Noble Bowman.
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Graveside service

Evergreen Cemetery

3015 North Oracle Road, Tucson AZ 85705

Events Bernard Eugene Bowman
SEP  2, 1937 - SEP  15, 2025

Friday, December 5, 2025

1:00 PM MT
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Bernard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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